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A Rising Tide Lifts All Boats 
 

127th Annual Royal Ulster Academy Exhibition  
 
 

Press Preview 
 

17 September 2008 
12- 2pm 

Titanic Drawing Offices, 2 Queen’s Road, Queen’s Island, Belfast 
 
The Royal Ulster Academy invites you to a  Press Preview of the biggest visual arts exhibition 
ever seen  in Northern Ireland, in a unique and historic setting. The former Drawing Offices of 
Harland and Wolff, where the Titanic was designed, are a fitting location for this groundbreaking 
exhibition of over 500 drawings, paintings and sculptures by local and international artists. 
 
 
Further information: Gail Ritchie, Development Manager.  
           07725 316 583     Office: 028 90 320 819 
           gail@ruaonline.com 
 

MORE 
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NEWS RELEASE 

 
 

Annual RUA exhibition sets new watermark in visual arts 
 

Issued Friday 5th September 

The 127th Annual Royal Ulster Academy Exhibition will be held in the historic Titanic Drawing 
Offices of Harland and Wolff Shipyard, Belfast. From 19  Septemberς 19 October, the doors to 
this majestic building will be open to the public allowing them access for the first time  to a very 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜǎe vast vaulted spaces, the RUA 
will exhibit works of leading and emerging local and international artists, and offer the public a 
rare opportunity to interact with the space through workshops, talks and tours. 
 
RUA President Rita Duffy ǎŀƛŘ άThe Titanic Drawing Offices have been transformed into a major 
gallery for the 127th RUA Exhibition. This is our effort to foster a respect for the visual, and 
generate a really vibrant exhibition that engages and develops the important relationships 
needed to create enǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎ ŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎέΦ 
 
With support from KPMG, Arts& Business and the Arts Council, the RUA have developed an 
education strand running in tandem with the exhibition. This includes talks by artists such as 
Paul Seawright and Susan MacWilliam, as well as workshops for children, family days and 
screenings in association with the Northern Ireland Film Archive.  
 
Jon D'Arcy, Chairman KPMG, the leading Accounting and Professional Advisory company  said 
άA vibrant arts sector contributes so much to making Northern Ireland an attractive place in 
which to live and work. KPMG are committed to investing in the arts and we're delighted to 
continue our support ƻŦ ǘƘŜ w¦! !ǳǘǳƳƴ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴέ 
 
Encouraging the public to attend the exhibition, Noirin McKinney, Director of Arts 
Development at the  Arts Council Northern Ireland ǎŀƛŘ ά By supporting the Royal Ulster 
Academy , we celebrate our local artists, not only those who have achieved international 
acclaim, significance and prestige, but also those who have been selected for the first time. The 
exhibition and outreach programme create more opportunities for people to get involved and 
enjoy the arts and I would encourage everyone to visit the exhibition and take part in the talks 
and workshops of offer in this unique Σ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎέ 
  

MORE 



 
 
 

The Exhibition is free and opens to the public 19 September ï 19 October 
Tuesday ï Saturday 10.00am ï 5.30 pm (last admission 5pm) 
Sundays 1.00pm ï 5.00pm (last admission 4.30pm) 
 
Translink are supporting the exhibition .  

An hourly Metro bus service (Service 26/26B) operating Monday ï Friday will transport 
the public from Donegall Square West, City Centre to the Harland & Wolff Drawing 
Offices, Titanic Quarter.  
 
For full timetable information click www.translink.co.uk or call 9066 6630.  
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Notes to editors: 

¶ For more information contact Gail Ritchie , Development Manager,  

028 9032 0819 mob 07725 316 583 gail@ruaonline.com    www.ruaonline.com  

¶ 530 works will be on show 

¶ Works include paintings, drawings , sculpture, prints, ceramics and video 

installations by local emerging talent and internationally acclaimed artists 

¶ A small cafe will be onsite 

ENDS 

http://www.translink.co.uk/
mailto:gail@ruaonline.com
http://www.ruaonline.com/

